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Send US Your Vote! 


Each and every member of the F. P. A. is 
urgently requested to mark and return to this 
their ballots on the Bok Peace Award, so 
that we may have a record of how the F. P. A. 
members stand on the questios, before forward- 
ing the ballots to the office of the Peace Award. 
If you have already voted through another organ- 
ization your duplicate ballot will be sorted out in 
the office of the Peace Award. 
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Periodical Division, 
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A PROMISING 


COMPROMISE 





LAN NO. 1469 is an ingenious com- 

promise. The winner of the Bok 
Award shows a thorough knowledge of 
the League of Nations as a “going con- 
cern,” and an equal understanding of the 
psychology of the judges and perhaps of 
the American people. He circumspectly 
avoids raising such fundamental but baf- 
fling issues as tariffs, economic imperial- 
ism, international control of raw materials 
and markets, race rivalry, etc., which 
would inevitably arouse dissension and 
divert attention from the primary object 
of focusing public opinion overwhelmingly 
on a few simple proposals. It is a skilfully 
argued plea for a practicable basis of co- 
operation by the United States with the 
rest of the world. 

The provisions of the prize-winning plan 
have been too widely advertised to require 
any recapitulation. The winner has, in 
effect, restated and vastly strengthened 
the case for this government’s support of 
the League of Nations. His clear and 
succinct survey of the extent to which this 
government has already been cooperating 
with the League is more convincing than 
much elaborate a priori reasoning. His 
wise and moderate suggestion that Articles 
X. and XVI. of the Covenant be “either 
drofped altogether or so amended and 
changed as to eliminate any suggestion 
of a general agreement to use coercion,” 
is a frank and statesmanlike facing of 
facts. Neither Article X. nor XVI. is, or 
can now be made, effective. Their reten- 
tion unchanged arouses needlessly bitter 
opposition in this country. One of the 
great merits of the prize plan is that it 
ruthlessly destroys the dangerous illusion 
held by many of the League’s friends, as 
well as its foes, that the League is a 
“League to Enforce Peace.” As a matter 
of fact, the League is in reality exactly 





what the prize-winner would have it be, 
“an instrument of mutual counsel.” 


Equally wise is the suggestion that the 
League be open to all states subject only 
to “a favorable vote of two-thirds of the 
Assembly.” 


The argument for his contention that 
“the leadership of the United States in 
the new world is obviously recognized by 
the League,” is ingenious and sound. The 
categorical statement, ““‘The United States 
will maintain the Monroe Doctrine,” mere- 
ly puts baldly what we all know to be a 
fact. Adroit and profoundly true is the 
argumentation to prove that “in actual 
operation, if not in original conception,” 
the League realizes the principle and the 
hopes of the Hague Conferences. The 
League’s friends have usually weakened 
their case by either not understanding this 
connection between the Covenant and the 
earlier work at the Hague or by minimiz- 
ing this relationship. 

The writer argues convincingly that 
logic and self-interest alike demand that 
the United States extend its present co- 
operation with the League’s social welfare 
activities, and adhere to the Permanent 
Court of International Justice for the rea- 
sons and under the conditions stated by 
Secretary Hughes and President Harding 
in February, 1923. 

The further suggestion that the United 
States, as one of the conditions “of its 
participation in the work and counsels of 
the League,” ask that the Council and As- 
sembly provide for the continuing develop- 
ment of international law, is thoroughly 
commendable. Its acceptance by the 


League would do much to eliminate one 

of the most serious weaknesses in the Cov- 

enant, and incidentally should tend to 

aia the advocates of the “Outlawry of 
ar.” 
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Devoid of new ideas, the prize plan pre- 
sents for the consideration of the Ameri- 
can people an almost perfect test of their 
willingness to play an active role in inter- 
national cooperative efforts for the main- 
tenance of peace. 

JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


French Elections 


HE elections last Sunday to fill 116 
seats in the French Senate left the 
aituation practically unchanged, indi- 
cating that the recent reports of growing 
opposition to Poincaré have been exag- 
gerated. Moreover, some of the develop- 
ments of the last few weeks have tended to 
offset the effect of the failure of the 
franc to recover from its fall a few 
ays ago to less than five cents. The 
‘rrangement between the French govern- 
ment and the German industrialists 
1 the Ruhr for deliveries in kind 
nd the payment of export taxes is being 
‘arried out.* General Degoutte, a few 
days ago, announced the putting in force 
of the policy of making the Ruhr occupa- 
tion “invisible.” Seven regiments of troops 
were to be withdrawn and others were to 
follow. Gradually, deported German rail- 
road, telegraph and telephone employees 
have been permitted to return to the Ruhr. 


Conditions in Germany 


N JANUARY 38, Dr. Arnold Rechberg, 
a German industrialist, after two 
weeks of unofficial discussions in Paris, 
submitted to the French Foreign Office a 
definite plan for a reparations settlement, 
by which France would share in ownership 
of German industries to a value totaling 
twenty-five billion gold marks. In the 
meantime, inflation seems at least tempo- 
rarily to have ceased in Germany. The 
rew German Finance Minister is said to 
+2 receiving much larger returns from 
xes since payments are now being made 
part in Rentenmarks and other forms 
‘ relatively stable currencies. The Ren- 
-nmark has also, for the present, greatly 
‘lieved the food shortage in the German 
ties since the peasants are again sending 
tueir products to the towns. If the situa- 
ion continues, the need in Germany for 
outside food supplies other than fats, on 
i large scale, will be lessened, although the 
period of acute shortage will only have 
been postponed until later. 





Turkish Claims Convention Signed 


HE SIGNATURE a few days ago by 

the Turkish and American representa- 
tives of a joint agreement to study pending 
claims between the two governments ad 
to consider how they may best be settled, 
brings normal relations between Turkey 
and the United States one step nearer. 
Though the way is now clear, it seems un- 
likely that Secretary Hughes will send the 


° The F. P. A. 4s having prepared for its members an 
objective analysis of these agreements. 
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Lausanne Treaty to the Senate until action 
has been taken by the Foreign Relations 
Committee on some of the conventions and 
treaties now pending before it; notably, the 
proposed adherence of the United States 
to the Permanent Court of International 
Justice, the Commercial Treaty with Ger- 
many and the two Mexican Claims Con- 
ventions. 
Filene Offers Peace Prize 

AX ASSOCIATED PRESS dispatch 

from Paris, January 3, announced 
that Edward A. Filene of Boston will offer 
prizes totaling $50,000 for a series of 
European peace essay competitions similar 
to that of Mr. Bok. Leon Bourgeois, for- 
mer President of the Council of the League 
of Nations, Senator de Jouvenel, editor of 
the Paris Matin, Tommaso Tittoni, Presi- 
dent of the Italian Senate, and Prof. Gil- 
bert Murray, representative of South 
Africa at the last Assembly of the League 
of Nations, are among those mentioned as 
cooperating in this work. Further plans 
will be announced later. 


Mexican Developments 

“T“HE UNITED STATES Government 

has, following its sale of arms to 
Obregon, taken the next and logical step. 
On January 7, President Coolidge issued a 
proclamation imposing an embargo on the 
shipment of arms to the revolutionists. 
Every argument which was valid in sup- 
port of the Administration’s first decision 
is equally valid in support of the refusal 
to permit de la Huerta to arm his forces 
from private munition makers here. 





12 exhaustive and elaborately docu- 
mented address of Senator Robert L. 
Owen in the Senate on December 18, on 
the causes of the war, opens up in this 
country what has long been a lively topic 
for discussion in Europe—the moot ques- 
tion whether any one power or group of 
individuals were solely responsible for the 
débacle of August, 1914. 

The F. P. A. is considering reprinting 
Senator Owen’s speech if sufficient funds 
for this purpose are forthcoming. In the 
meantime, we should be glad to hear from 
organizations who might care to order 
copies for distribution in quantities. The 
price will probably be in the neighborhood 
of $36.00 a thousand. 





Thanks to a last-minute readjustment 
with the speakers, the press was admitted 
to the luncheon discussion on Russia held 
at the Hotel Astor, New York, last Satur- 
day. The stenographic report of the meet- 
ing will be reprinted and distributed to 
members of the Association. 





So many F. P. A. members have asked for 
membership cards that we are now supplying 
them. These cards represent memberships paid 
to the date indicated on the card. They are not 
bills for money due. 
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